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*The excess is from Donations and Fundraising Activities during the year
and this excess is set aside for future projects and expenditures that will
supplement programming provided.



Our Public Education and Advocacy Program
now has two male and one female teacher on
staff visiting classrooms across Halton to
educate children and youth about healthy
relationships. 
This program is in high demand across the two
school boards. 
These statistics reflect the 2016-2017 school
year up until May 31, 2017.
- 286 elementary school presentations and 109
secondary school presentations.
This means…
- 238 hours and 20 minutes in elementary classes
AND
- 136 hours and 15 minutes in secondary classes.

In 2016 police responded to 3,844
intimate partner related calls for service.
Out of those 3,844 calls, 655 calls were
criminal in nature. 

From those,  530 cases resulted in
criminal charges and 1,244 charges were
laid. 

Woman Abuse Statistics for Halton
(From the Halton Regional Police
Services ) 

“...United desire is to eliminate violence against women”. - Caroline Hogwood

Halton Women’s Place marked its 38th year of
existence in November 2016. Thirty eight years
of dealing with violence against women. For 9
of these years, I have had the privilege of being
the Executive Director. Growth and change has
been the focus as we continue to provide best in
class residential and community outreach
services to women and children forced to call
Halton Women’s Place home because of the
violence in their lives.

I am amazed at some of the changes that have
taken place in such a short time. This year alone,
we expanded our private donor funded
“Education Program” to include 3 full time
educators who deliver curriculum in both HDSB
& the HDCSB on Healthy Relationships. In
order to end violence against women, we must
change the attitude of a generation. We are doing
that one student at a time.

HWP has established our first transitional
housing pilot project which will offer on-going
support to women for up to a year by assisting
them with housing and support and exploring
healthy life choices and options. We are
partnering with the Region of Halton and
Habitat for Humanity, and are working towards
additional units in the very near future.

HWP’s capacity continues to be at between 98 -
105% at all times. This year alone we provided
safe shelter to 164 women and 164 children
through our residential program. In addition
we provided Transitional Housing Support to
418 women and their children and our staff
responded to 2328 crisis calls.
In 2016/17 HWP focused on building capacity
within the organization. A well trained and
skilled staff contributes to a healthy and well-
functioning agency and ensures on-going quality
of service. Harm reduction and mental health as
well as CPR were the subjects of our training
this year.
Moving towards the future we need the voices
of men and boys to proclaim the rights of all
individuals and to speak out when they witness
violence or oppression. I believe at HWP, we
have begun this partnership. I am excited about
a future when we will all stand together as equal
partners and raise our collective voices as we
loudly denounce violence against women in all
its forms. “Because a Life Without Violence is
the Only Life to Live”.

Respectfully Submitted,
Diane Beaulieu, Executive Director

My hope is that in another 40 years, the
need in our community will be non-
existent. In the meantime, as always, thank
you to all of our stakeholders – volunteers,
employees, partners, Board members,
donors and government organizations – for
their generous contributions to Halton
Women’s Place. Our clients depend on you
and we cannot make a difference without
your support.
Caroline Hogwood,  Board President

As President, Board of Directors for Halton
Women’s Place (HWP), I am in awe of the
work delivered by, and, the passionate
dedication of our team of employees and
volunteers.
It is, however, with a degree of hesitation,
that I use the words ‘ achievements of the
past year’, as I know that our united desire
is to eliminate violence against women and
their children permanently and not have
need of our services in our society. But with
that said, this year has again been very
positive toward the achievement of that
long term goal.
At Halton Women’s Place, we want to
change societal attitude; to provide quality
support services when the need arises; and
to enable women and children to transition
out of a life of violence through the
provision of affordable transitional housing
as required. With these goals in mind, here
are a few highlights of our year:
• At our core, we continued to provide high
quality service to and support for over 1,000
clients and their children.
•  In November, 2016 – for the first time
ever – a large number of MPs in Ottawa
participated in a “Hope in High Heels” walk
to end violence against women at the
Parliament Buildings in Ottawa. This
initiative was driven by the talented 

Diane Beaulieu, HWP Executive Director;
by her committed team; and with the
enthusiastic support and leadership of
Burlington MP Karina Gould and many of
her male and female colleagues including
Oakville MP John Oliver and Oakville
North-Burlington MP, Pam Damoff. In
addition all members of Parliament were
given and wore HWP’s purple scarves. It
was a sea of purple on Parliament Hill - a
very proud moment for HWP!
• HWP delivered classroom education about
healthy relationships to just less than 13,000
students at the Grade 1 through to Grade 12
high school level across both Halton public
and separate school boards. This initiative,
hailed across the province as best in class,
is due to the generous funding of a private
donor, and the hard work of our teachers on
staff – including two men.
• Halton Women’s Place secured various
community partnerships, including Habitat
for Humanity, that enable new, clean,
comfortable and affordable housing for our
clients as they leave our shelters to begin
the next phase of their life without violence.
Next year, we commemorate our 40th year
providing service to our clients in our
community. For most organizations - a
celebratory milestone - but for us, an
indication  we must work harder to continue
our journey to eradicate violence against
women. 

Message from the Executive Director - Diane Beaulieu Pub Ed Program
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A Client’s Story
I cannot begin to express the gratitude and love
I have for the services received from Halton
Women's Place. It was life changing for me and
I really don't know if I would be where I am
today without the support that my children and I
received.
I was in an abusive relationship for close to 7
years and really never thought I'd have the
strength to leave. When I called the shelter I was
so lost and feeling so hopeless. I had just
witnessed my now ex-husband with his hands
around our little boy’s neck and yelling in his
face.  At this point I knew I had to leave. I
couldn't sit back and watch him mistreat me and
the kids any longer but -at the same time- I didn't
know how to leave. I called the crisis line and
told them what had happened. The counselor I
spoke to was so kind and understanding and
suggested that I come stay at the shelter with my
3 children. She also explained that we would
have to report this even to CAS which terrified
me because of how my ex-husband would react.
I was reassured by the counselor that I would
have support during the call and there is 24 hour
support from the counselors at the shelter. I then
quickly went home and grabbed a few bags of
clothing, picked up my kids from school and
headed to the shelter.  The intake was very
difficult as I had to retell what had happened  but
I felt supported all along the way. The counselors
were amazing and I can't thank them enough for
all of the support. 

Even if it was 1am and I couldn't sleep I knew I
could talk to someone if needed. The court
support worker was also so incredibly helpful
and supportive. She helped me by providing
guidance, helping me file my court documents
and even appeared in court with me. She still
continued to keep in touch with me even after
leaving the shelter for ongoing support in court
if needed. I felt safe at the shelter and we also
came up with a safety plan which I still use to
this day although it's been modified a few times.
My children had a difficult time adjusting to
shelter life and dealing with the change, but the
child and youth worker was also very
understanding and did everything she could to
make them feel comfortable and involve them in
activities. My kids really enjoyed the therapy
dogs- and - as well as art therapy. They also
loved the playground and still to this day ask if
we can go back to play there. The counselors
recommended that I go to SAVIS which I still go
to and has been also very helpful. We were also
encouraged to go to ROCK for the kids which is
also another service that we used. One of my
biggest lessons while at the shelter was about all
of the different types of abuse.  
I was given the book "When Love Hurts" when
I first arrived. I knew that the relationship I was
in wasn't healthy but this really opened up my
eyes to what was really taking place and the
cycle of abuse. It's what saved me from going
back to him again because he did try to get me
to come back. 

I stood my ground and was able to see through
all of the promises he was making and how sorry
he claimed to be. For the first time in years I felt
empowered and in control of my own life.
Christmas is a very difficult time of year – but
it was made easier thanks to gifts we received
through HWP’s Holiday Hamper Program. I
was in tears picking it up; so grateful for the
kindness of strangers that allowed me to put
presents under the tree for my kids.
Since leaving my ex-husband, our lives have
changed for the better. My kids are with me
half the time and when they're with their dad
he has to be supervised for now. My oldest son
has his spirit back and we just genuinely can
all enjoy time together without fear or stress.
Since leaving, my depression has almost
subsided (although I've been diagnosed with
post-traumatic stress disorder which I know is
very common and I'm in counseling for it), I
have a huge circle of friends again and I've
found new hobbies and interests. I feel like I'm
actually living my life again! I am forever
grateful to Halton Women's Place for all of the
love and support we received and want to give
back in any way I can. 
Thank you again from the bottom of my
heart.
A Happy Client, 2016

Halton Police

As always, we
THANK all of our
generous supporters,
donors and volunteers

for continuing to support the incredible
work our staff does on a daily basis.
Without YOU we could not assist the
hundreds of women and children who use
our services, call our shelters home or call
our 24 hour crisis line. We are forever
grateful.

Special thanks to Halton Region,
Burlington Community Foundation,
Oakville Community Foundation and our
current Safe Shelter Sponsors – Nora’s
Gift Foundation, Moen, Woodbine
Entertainment, CIBC Wood Gundy,
Quadra Chemicals and Royal LePage
Burloak Real Estate Services.

Thank You!


